Pardon Me…While I Feed My Vice!
I have been pondering over this one for several weeks, first I want to study the definition for “vice” as recorded in the “Merriam-Webster” dictionaries. As well, I have gone to a biblical source for “Wickedness”, so as one can tell this is a very broad ranging word, which will cover many sins.

Etymology: Middle English, from Old French, from Latin vitium fault, vice
1 a : moral depravity or corruption : WICKEDNESS b : a moral fault or failing c : a habitual and usually trivial defect or shortcoming : FOIBLE <suffered from the vice of curiosity>
2 : BLEMISH, DEFECT
3 : a physical imperfection, deformity, or taint
4 a often capitalized : a character representing one of the vices in an English morality play b : BUFFOON, JESTER
5 : an abnormal behavior pattern in a domestic animal detrimental to its health or usefulness
6 : sexual immorality; especially : PROSTITUTION
wik'-ed-nes:
1. In the Old Testament:
The state of being wicked; a mental disregard for justice, righteousness, truth, honor, virtue; evil in thought and life; depravity; sinfulness; criminality. See SIN. Many words are rendered "wickedness." There are many synonyms for wickedness in English and also in the Hebrew. Pride and vanity lead to it: "All the proud, and all that work wickedness (rish`ah) shall be stubble" (Mal 4:1). Akin to this is the word `awen, "iniquity," "vanity": "She eateth, and wipeth her mouth, and saith, I have done no wickedness" (Prov 30:20). Then we have the word hawwah, meaning "mischief," "calamity," coming from inward intent upon evil: "Lo, this is the man that made not God his strength, but trusted in the abundance of his riches, and strengthened himself in his wickedness" (Ps 52:7); zimmah, "wickedness" in thought, carnality or lust harbored: "And if a man take a wife and her mother, it is wickedness" (Lev 20:14); `awlah, "perverseness," "Neither shall the children of wickedness afflict them any more, as at the first" (2 Sam 7:10). The word for evil ra`) is many times employed to represent wickedness: "Remember all their wickedness" (Hos 7:2). Wickedness like all forms and thoughts of wrong, kept warm in mind, seems to be a thing of growth; it begins with a thought, then a deed, then a character, and finally a destiny. 

Even in this life men increase in wickedness till they have lost all desire for that which is good in the sight of God and good men; the men in the vision of Isaiah seem to be in a condition beyond which the human heart cannot go: "Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness" (Isa 5:20). Shades of thought are added by such words as roa`, "evil," "badness": "Give them according to their work, and according to the wickedness of their doings" (Ps 28:4). And resha` or rish`ah, also gives the common thought of wrong, wickedness. The prophets were strong in denunciations of all iniquity, perverseness, and in announcing the curse of God which would certainly follow.
2. In the New Testament:
Wickedness, malignity, evil in thought and purpose is presented by the word poneria: "But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, Why make ye trial of me, ye hypocrites?" (Mt 22:18). Jesus points out the origin of all wrong: "For from within, out of the heart of men, evil thoughts proceed .... wickednesses, deceit, lasciviousness .... all these evil things proceed from within, and defile the man" (Mk 7:21-23). See Imitation of Christ, xiii, 5.
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This will also be a bit unusual, as I want us to pray before we read what lies ahead.

Father, so Great and Majestic are you, so worthy of our praise, our honor, our respect, our trust and our obedience! Lord, we pray that you find our hearts receptive to your word and that if, what is revealed in this word, we find to be ourselves, Father that you would forgive us our transgressions and would move within us so that together we may begin to repair the damage caused to our relationship by the feeding of our vices.
 Father, you sent your SON into this world not only to give us hope of a future not seen, but for healing of a past lived. We thank you for Jesus and the example that he has given to each of us through his life, ministry and word.
Father prepare us for the truth, no matter how unpleasant, help us throw away our pride, so we will not put on the garments of a sinful world, but that you may cloth us in righteousness! Father we lift this prayer to your heart in the name of Jesus, AMEN!

WOW, what a complete idiot! 

I mean can you believe the nerve. 

What, do they force you to get your brain surgically removed to work here? 
Hey, it is not my fault, I do not make stupid mistakes like this, it must be….

Oh baby, mmmm, yeah I know what you need.

It’s art!

That is a prudish attitude, we live in the new millennium, and times have changed.

Picture some guy/girl falling over themselves as they try to impress someone of the opposite sex or the same sex whatever the case may be.

I will just take one, nobody will ever notice.
Who cares? so and so will never miss a few dollars if I copy this.
Yeah, it is easy for him/her to say, look at all they have.

Look at how good I live my life compared to him/her why, am I the one who struggles.

So, it was a mistake, look how many times they make mistakes.

How cool, A mistake in my favor, I get this one free, Praise GOD.
Crude jokes. Racist jokes. Profanity. Anger. Lust. Lying. Stealing. Cheating. Pornography.
Friends I could go on and on and on, as I am sure that you could to. We have heard all these before and may have even said a few of them. I am still studying for this topic, and I am sure to find some painful truth here.

I look back over some of these statements and see so many areas of life where we live and struggle with the basics of Christianity.

Scripture abounds with wisdom on these very vices, and as you can see, there are even vices inside vices, or just to be simple here, sins inside of sins.
It is so fitting, for most of us, if we would just be honest, not just with ourselves, but also with our partners, friends and most importantly, if we are honest with GOD.

We live in the confines of a sinful world and as I have said before you cannot swim in the sewer without picking up some obvious smells, as well as a few other things.

Not one of you would ever think about letting your children drink Drano, or eat rat poison, but we will poison their  hearts and minds by saying, what’s the big deal what does it hurt is they hear this or see that. What harm is it if I look at this or that it is victimless. There is not such thing as victimless!
Question, would you let your nine-year-old daughter watch porn? Would you let your nine-year-old son sell dope?

Think on those questions for just a minute. I want to move to one of the scenarios from above for a minute. “That is a prudish attitude, we live in the new millennium, and times have changed.”
A couple of quick questions, Times have changed, but has GOD, Has his Laws for our lives changed, Has his requirement for perfection changed? Just so you know, the answer is NO. 
Scripture tell us in Hebrews, "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. " (Hebrews 13:8, NASB95) 

 Take a trip back to 1953 the very first issue of playboy magazine; wow women were sold the idea that they would be gain freedom and power through such publications. Let us go back between 6-10 thousand years ago; when the serpent told Eve, you will gain freedom and empowerment through this. 
Times have changed but the game is still the same, trade truth for falsehood, trade freedom for enslavement. Check out GOD from 1953 to the deception of Eve, he has been the same, never changed. GOD does not change his mind for his mind is perfect, as is He. If your god has changed his mind, you can now throw idolatry in to the vices you are feeding.

In Romans and 1 Corinthians we see examples in the WORD of sexual sinfulness and how when we turn our back on GOD first that he will turn us over to our desires.
"Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies would be dishonored among them. For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural, and in the same way also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error. " (Romans 1:24-27, NASB95) 

"On the contrary, you yourselves wrong and defraud. You do this even to your brethren. Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God. " (1 Corinthians 6:8-10, NASB95) 


 

 Satan, my beloved is still using the tactic today that he used with Eve, the same ones he used when he sold Americas, women and men that garbage in 1953. As we journey back to the garden we can see in Genesis that Satan only knows one game and it is deception.

Even the word of GOD calls him “More Crafty”.

"Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And he said to the woman, “Indeed, has God said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat; but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die.’ ” The serpent said to the woman, “You surely will not die! “For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” " (Genesis 3:1-5, NASB95) 


 

 As you journey through time, you will see that playboy has done nothing to further women. Come on people, there are people selling their bodies to have sex with animals, because they have pushed every envelope within realm of two humans having sex that there is.

You are selling you bodies, you are becoming worldly success junkies, drug addicts, or worse, you are killing your children through abortion faster than drug addiction, gang violence and car wrecks combined. You are letting some stranger raise the gift GOD gave you, and you might even be dropping them off with some pedophile. 
Men it is even worse for us, we are selling our daughters, sister and wives into pornography just by accepting it. We look at this filth, saying GOD created the woman’s body to be admired, and I say AMEN, but he created her to be our helper to be admired by their husbands and to be sexual in the confines of marriage ONLY! 
The WORD is the textbook for life, it is our instruction book, we need not look to others, and we need just look at and live the WORD. If you are, a Christian and you are looking at this filth heed the WORD of GOD and REPENT NOW!
"Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God. " (1 Corinthians 6:9-10, NASB95) 


 

Next time you look at this garbage, imagine someone looking at your little girl, your sister, or even your wife, then see how innocent it is. I am going to be brutal here, if that is still OK with you, you need some serious psychological help because you are a ADDICTED, SICK and PERVERTED individual and you are in need of GOD, HIS healing and HIS forgiveness. It is not mine to judge, but the word of GOD is very clear about sex, sexuality and the like. In the New Testament, we see how GOD expects us to look upon this filth 

"promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved. For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. For it would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn away from the holy commandment handed on to them. It has happened to them according to the true proverb, “A dog returns to its own vomit,” and, “A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire.”" (2 Peter 2:19-23, NASB95) 


 


 

 If by the grace of GOD you say, that is sick, what and who do you think you are looking at? You are looking at someone’s little girl, someone’s sister or even someone’s wife.

When the day is done, the only real thing we have accomplished is to move further from GOD and poison our children against GOD as well. The information super highway for the most part, is nothing more than the Highway to Hell, porn is more prevalent, accessible and more vile than ever. 
Porn is an addiction that is out of control. It burns through marriages like a wild fire, leaving thousands of broken homes in its wake, not to mention the children souls it is sending to hell.
If you find that you are addicted to this filth, please do not let sinful pride stand in the way…Please Get Help. 
"In pride the wicked hotly pursue the afflicted; Let them be caught in the plots which they have devised. " (Psalm 10:2, NASB95) 

"Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before stumbling. " (Proverbs 16:18, NASB95) 


 

 This is one of the most vile sins and addictions as it will cause you to devalue your children, your wife, and any woman you come in contact with, you will pursue sin at a fevered pitch, you will cheat, you will lie, you will rape, and if you do not believe TURN ON THE NEWS!
If you need resources, please contact me and I will help you start looking in the right direction. I will keep your confidence, as I know how hard it is to struggle with addictions and have no place to turn.

As we leave that one innocent statement look at the number of sins inside, lying, raping, cheating, lusting, coveting, not to mention the countless sexual perversions. 

"The Lord is gracious and merciful; Slow to anger and great in lovingkindness. The Lord is good to all, And His mercies are over all His works. " (Psalm 145:8-9, NASB95) 


 

As we just read from the book of Psalms. GOD is a gracious and forgiving GOD but we must repent and TURN from our sins, we must confess them not only to GOD, but we must confess them to someone we can trust, be it our wives, a friend from church or work, but we must have someone who has been given our authority to hold us accountable. Scripture says:
"Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much. " (James 5:16, NASB95) 


 

If you know someone to be in sin then you must as scripture records it.
 “ If your brother sins , go and show him his fault in private ; if he listens to you, you have won your brother . “But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that by the mouth of two or three witnesses every fact may be confirmed . “ If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church ; and if he refuses to listen even to the church , let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector . " (Matthew 18:15-17, NASB95) 

As I move on, I want to go back and look at this one “WOW, what a complete idiot!”
Sticks and Stones may break my bones but words could never hurt me.

This has to be one of the biggest lies of all time.  The following passages teach us about the depth of our words as well as their power, as well as what GOD expects of us, as it pertains to our words.
"For we all stumble in many ways. If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body as well. Now if we put the bits into the horses’ mouths so that they will obey us, we direct their entire body as well. Look at the ships also, though they are so great and are driven by strong winds, are still directed by a very small rudder wherever the inclination of the pilot desires. So also the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it boasts of great things. See how great a forest is set aflame by such a small fire! And the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity; the tongue is set among our members as that which defiles the entire body, and sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell. " (James 3:2-6, NASB95) 

"and there must be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. " (Ephesians 5:4, NASB95) 

We must be so very careful how we incline our tongues to speak, for if the devil can control your tongue then he will control your life.


 "For a fool speaks nonsense, And his heart inclines toward wickedness: To practice ungodliness and to speak error against the Lord, To keep the hungry person unsatisfied And to withhold drink from the thirsty. " (Isaiah 32:6, NASB95) 

"He also loved cursing, so it came to him; And he did not delight in blessing, so it was far from him. " (Psalm 109:17, NASB95) 


 

Look over at your wife tell her she is fat and her cooking is horrible, wives look over at your husband and tell him he is fat and Bill down the road make you feel warm and fuzzy all over.  We can see this would be very painful, not only for us but if we truly love our partners and are in tune with the WILL of GOD, then when we say, things that hurt, it should also cause us pain too. 
I want to add a small testimony about the power of your words on those whom you most love. I grew up in a home with an abusive father who was an alcoholic. What I saw and learned form the words and actions of my father was I was never good enough for him, not because I was a rotten seed or a bad kid, but now, I believe it was because he hated himself for what he had become. Back then, all I knew and felt was unloved, and it was my fault because I could never do anything right. Satan had a field day in my life because of the words of my father. 

What kind of day is Satan having in your children’s lives Mothers and Fathers?
The words of John so clearly illustrate that we must not be deceived, but we must practice righteousness, for to practice unrighteousness is to be of the devil.

"Little children, make sure no one deceives you; the one who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous; the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. " (1 John 3:7-8, NASB95) 


 

 I think the saddest part for me was that I loved him so much and I wanted him to be pleased with me, and I as all children wanted to be like him. Though I am sure, it was not as bad as it seems looking back, but all I ever felt from him was anger, he was always yelling at me and calling me names. I could not make a mistake without it costing me a very important part of me, my self-esteem. GOD gives us such a wonderful gift both as parents and as children. Children get parents who are supposed to have their eternal best interests at heart and parents get a first hand glimpse of how much GOD loves us, at that moment when our children are first born, imagine the LOVE you have for the child you have just beheld. 
The shame for all of us is that feeling just does not last. Am I saying that you or I love our children less today than then, no… What I am saying is you would never yell at that precious treasure that GOD just bestowed upon you but two, three years later or even more… 

Friends GOD does not want us to be fool hearted, with mouths of wrath, for if we are then where is HIS Devine power in our lives? Where are we really in the KINGDOM, are we pleasing to the LORD with our actions, our words, our thoughts?

“But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court ; and whoever says to his brother , ‘ You good-for-nothing ,’ shall be guilty before the supreme court ; and whoever says , ‘You fool ,’ shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell . " (Matthew 5:22, NASB95) 

"Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. " (Galatians 5:19-21, NASB95) 

"Be angry, and yet do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, " (Ephesians 4:26, NASB95) 

"Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. " (Ephesians 4:31, NASB95) 

"This you know, my beloved brethren. But everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger; " (James 1:19, NASB95) 

"for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God. " (James 1:20, NASB95) 


 

 I guess through the years we yell and give our children many reasons to feel less than adequate in our site. I am so glad that GOD does not do to us what we do to his children, remember they are a gift of GOD and they are to be returned to him once matured in age, stature and in regards to CHRIST. 
Please do not misunderstand me; I yell at my kids too, I do not do it as much as I did two months ago, for I have asked GOD to help me stop. I know that there will be times and are time to yell, but is there ever a time to call a child anything besides his or her name?

 I know the only other name GOD would have us call them are HIS CHILDREN!
I love this verse from Matthew, "“But I tell you that every careless word that people speak , they shall give an accounting for it in the day of judgment . " (Matthew 12:36, NASB95) 


 

 I want you to see that even though he called me names, made me feel worthless by his actions and his words, the damage was far greater than he could even see and in most of his fits of rage could even care. We are created eternal beings, so the damage we do to our own children lasts for most of if not all of their entire lives and is most assuredly passed on to the next generation. The damage done by my father’s words have caused me to seek attention in ways like rebellion, drugs, alcohol, sex, pornography and the likes. My simple question is what kind of grandchildren do you want? 
My simple answer is you will get by proxy the kind of children you raise and build for GOD!
 As simple as I can put this is… It is up to you and me to break all the un-GODLY cycles in our lives and to keep those from being recreated in the next generation. A simple reason that we do not see revival in this day and age is the children are being raised without the knowledge and love of CHRIST!
Beloved scripture is plain, simple and clear here,

 "So then each one of us will give an account of himself to God. " (Romans 14:12, NASB95) 

"He who guards his mouth and his tongue, Guards his soul from troubles. " (Proverbs 21:23, NASB95) 


 
That is why we need to guard what comes out of our mouths. Another reason is that we can never be sure who is listening to what we are saying. Not to mention that GOD hears the thought before it proceeds out of our mouths and becomes sin.
"Even before there is a word on my tongue, Behold, O Lord, You know it all. " (Psalm 139:4, NASB95) 


 

 Once the thought is in action that is where it becomes sinful, we are instructed in the WORD of GOD to take every thought into captivity to the obedience of CHRIST. Plainly, we need to put a little security on the mouth and think about what we are about to say.
 We need to make sure with GOD that it will be pleasing to the LORD that it will be corrective, training, rebuking, uplifting or instructive, but it needs to be done with the compassion and love of CHRIST at the same time it must also be done with the authority given to us.
Children, practice what they see us living, not what we tell them we are doing or what they should do.
Before I dive into the next part I want to look on several proverbs, I want to lay some foundations for this next part. I found myself not practicing these very principles and you will see how it ended up. 

"A gentle answer turns away wrath, But a harsh word stirs up anger. " (Proverbs 15:1, NASB95) 

"He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, And he who rules his spirit, than he who captures a city. " (Proverbs 16:32, NASB95) 

"He who restrains his words has knowledge, And he who has a cool spirit is a man of understanding. " (Proverbs 17:27, NASB95) 

"A man’s discretion makes him slow to anger, And it is his glory to overlook a transgression. " (Proverbs 19:11, NASB95) 

"An angry man stirs up strife, And a hot-tempered man abounds in transgression. " (Proverbs 29:22, NASB95) 


 

I was at my sons football practice and was not keeping to this simple principle, when I had to leave to make it to an appointment, (I see lack of planning coming on) lo and behold, a car has me blocked in. I get out of my car with my less than Christian attitude. You might even say my “Holier than thou attitude” I storm back on the practice field and my wife turns and says to me “what did you forget”. “OH nothing” I reply, “some idiot has my car blocked; I wish people would learn how to park, I am going to be late now”. Then, with the thunder of GOD, I hear this dainty little voice, it is the voice of a woman behind me and she very politely asked, “Where are you parked” (not realizing?) I said behind the white car over there, her reply buried me, “I am the idiot you’re looking for” want to talk about feeling microscopic.  
Hell
 I I        
I am sure that my apologies fell on deaf ears, but now, the GOD I represent is going to have to send in the “Spiritual Hazmat” team to clean up my mess. It may take years to undo what I poisoned in less than two minutes.
Want to hear the kicker, I am going to have to answer to this, scripture tells us that we will be judged for every idle word, 

“But I tell you that every careless word that people speak , they shall give an accounting for it in the day of judgment . " (Matthew 12:36, NASB95) 


 

My friends, I testify that those words right there were not idle. They raced as if nuclear missiles headed for certain destruction of their intended target.

Let your daughter come home from school, crying because one of her classmates said she was promiscuous, and now everyone at school makes fun of her or possibly worse all the promiscuous girls who used to call her prude, now call her cool. Awe, she has been accepted, but not how you or even she will want. Least of all how GOD wants!
It is so easy to be caught up in this stuff and act like it is just every day life. Unfortunately, it is for far too many Christians. We accept and expect certain things from the lost and unsaved, but how different are our lives at the very core of every day life?
As we look on the sins, here we see Pride, Anger, Hatred, Jealousy and look at the mess we cannot clean up. The damage that is done to our children and their self-esteem, the bitterness we sow in marriage. These all have devastating effects on every one of us, and those we will come to know.  If you see yourself here, REPENT and turn from these sins and TRUST GOD, be diligent in living GODS WORD.
Next, let us look at “How cool, A mistake in my favor, I get this one free, Praise GOD.”
"“As a partridge that hatches eggs which it has not laid, So is he who makes a fortune, but unjustly; In the midst of his days it will forsake him, And in the end he will be a fool.” " (Jeremiah 17:11, NASB95) 


 

How many times have we been down to the vending machine, after three minutes of playing come on take my dollar… Please! It takes it. I mean it really takes it. Now, here we are safe or are we, we trot on up to the receptionist and say the machine took my dollar… again. 
Next day, same snack time, same snack machine, this time we came prepared, you brought change, ha! You plop .25 then another then another before you know one dollar in like Flynn, you make your selection and out pops two, JACKPOT!
Yesterday you thought you were cool for taking my dollar, today I win, but oh, how easily we forget, we went and got our money back, in fact that is where the four quarters came from that we just put in. I have had a lot of fun with this one; I just cannot stand vending machines. 
Here is were we must be most careful though, yesterday, we did not let it steal from us and today it is defenseless to keep us from stealing from it. I know it is a machine, but the commandment does say “Thou shall not steal” it does not say “not unless it is a vending machine, the Lord your GOD hates those things”. I hope you get the point, it really would not matter if you took a paper clip… you stole it. Ouch! That is a stinger!

In Titus, we see clearly that we must live a life above reproach for GOD, 

"not pilfering, but showing all good faith so that they will adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in every respect. " (Titus 2:10, NASB95) 


 

As I stated earlier, children and even strangers judge our GOD by OUR ACTIONS, if we lie then must not our GOD lie, if we steal must not our GOD steal, and on and on.
GOD on the other hand judges our hearts and motives. My motive is to be a vessel for GOD, to be used according to his will, there have been and will continue to be times when I am given something to write, such as this and I will gain more incite from it than anyone else. I pray that if you find yourself in any of the scenarios that you repent and seek the Will of GOD that you will seek HIS face, HIS heart and be reconciled to HIM.

I want to end this as we look at two biggies

 “Yeah, it is easy for him/her to say, look at all they have.”  And “Look at how good I live my life compared to him/her why, am I the one who struggles.”

The WORD of GOD is very clear on this subject and we are not to covet or be jealous or envious of anyone else. For each is given to his purpose and his responsibility..
"For this, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up in this saying, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” " (Romans 13:9, NASB95) 


 

Friends here are the TEN COMMANDMENTS, I know that most of you are aware of them but I know as I am here today that I must lay them out for you, 
"“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. “You shall have no other gods before Me. “You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth. “You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments. “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain. “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. “Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of the Lord your God; in it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter, your male or your female servant or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you. “For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and made it holy. “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the Lord your God gives you. “You shall not murder. “You shall not commit adultery. “You shall not steal. “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife or his male servant or his female servant or his ox or his donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” " (Exodus 20:2-17, NASB95) 


 

I want to make this so very clear; these are THE COMMANDMENTS of GOD not the suggestions of GOD, as Satan would have you and I believe. He would have you think JESUS did away with the law, and if that is the case then why does scripture and JESUS implore us to follow and obey? Why should we be instructed to deny ourselves and pick up that cross? Why did JESUS say, “If you LOVE ME you will OBEY ME”?
"“ If you love Me, you will keep My commandments ." (John 14:15, NASB95) 


 

Friends, today I sit here and confess that I see people around me who live like hell, talk like hell and they have things that I would like to have. "For the wicked boasts of his heart’s desire, And the greedy man curses and spurns the Lord. " (Psalm 10:3, NASB95) 

"So are the ways of everyone who gains by violence; It takes away the life of its possessors." (Proverbs 1:19, NASB95) 


 

 However, most of that, when doing a very serious inventory of my soul, I find that, what I would have of theirs would not bring real joy to my life for they are usually very superficial.
"For the wicked boasts of his heart’s desire, And the greedy man curses and spurns the Lord. " (Psalm 10:3, NASB95) 


 

 They are things that if I had, I would have to give up a piece of myself, or more correctly I would have to take a piece of myself away from GOD to have such things. We must each be joyful in the LORD for what has been given to us, we cannot let Satan get that stronghold and tempt us to sin, for our own stewardship can determine our paths. I know that most feel and sometimes this perpetuated by the church at large that money is the base source of giving, stewardship is far more about the whole package, your time, your car, your house, your gifts, your talents and your money.

I know that money, while it does appear to make life easier, I can rarely say that when I have had it, I used it wisely. While I try to live a life that is consistent with the Bible, I find that these moments of weakness, when I repent and seek GOD and HIS WILL, I find that they are very deep and meaningful learning times for me.
I think for most people that while we they see people, who have a lot of money or have material possessions, who do not acknowledge that JESUS is LORD and even those who do know JESUS as LORD we sometimes feel left out or that we are not being rewarded for our faithfulness. 
My friends while I have spent many times in this pit, we must realize that we have what we can be trusted with, while some might think that “I can be trusted” I must ask who knows more you or GOD. For some we must remember that their reward or their treasure is the money and things that they have, while if we are truly blood bought born again, believers, whose lives have been changed by the Gospel of JESUS, then our reward is heaven itself.
"“ Rejoice and be glad , for your reward in heaven is great ; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you." (Matthew 5:12, NASB95) 


 

I have found a place in my life in CHRIST, which I want no more than the LORD’s own desire and will for my life, would be for me to have. If his will is for me to be poor then so be it, for to struggle against the WILL of GOD is a fruitless struggle. I pray that if you have not found this place in your life, that swift be the hand of the LORD to bring you to his special place and that you would seek the place in HIM for that is where the greatest treasure awaits. 
While you and I may live a life of honor and valor before GOD and man, we must remember that, it is only to the testament to CHRIST we are able to live such a life. 

Our struggles while they might be in pain will not be in vain, only when and if we seek GOD in all we say, think and do. 

If you are reading this and you do not know JESUS as your personal LORD and savior, please make sure you understand this. No matter how good you think you are, no matter your good deeds. The WORD of GOD is clear that it is all in vain and like filthy rags before GOD, for HE is a GOD of Perfect Righteousness, and can never tolerate our sin. We must be washed in the blood of the slain lamb that is JESUS CHRIST, for narrow is the road that leads to life, but broad is the road that leads to destruction.

If you have been touched by this and you feel GOD tugging at our heart, run to Him now, confess your sins, ask His Forgiveness, Repent, and be Baptized. If you are not sure how to do it, or if you need to talk about this decision please contact me.
The cost for our salvation was a cost of undeterminable value, and a price we could never pay, which we may never know, but it is certain that it has paid the price for every sin, and still seeks to cover the sins of every non-believer.
The bottom line here is we that are Christians must make the highest priority in our lives the perfect will of GOD. Which includes but not limited to keeping all of his commandments not just the ones that do not interfere with our lives or the ones we find easy and painless. Jesus said, “if you LOVE me then you will OBEY me”, it also includes being salt and light for a lost world, being a peculiar people, and living life in the light whether you are in public or home alone. Seeking GOD is the only way to find HIM and HIS Will.
I think that when we as Christians, do these things, then, considering the time involved in living life this way, we will not have much time to covet what others have. We would find ourselves more concerned with helping them find Christ, and if they know HIM then we will find ways to partner our resources to become the remnant people that will be such a light for a lost world.

May GOD Bless you all!

steve
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